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Science & Technology Staff                                                     LETTER OF INQUIRY

Dept. of Homeland Security (DHS)                                          (for Grant Proposal) 

Science & Technology In-box, Room 4318

Washington, DC  20528

Memo To:  DHS  S & T Staff

Subject    :  Unsolicited Grant Proposal for Biosecurity Training Model

1. This proposal is to request $330,000 for a $700,000 biosecurity training model 

located in Cherokee County, Oklahoma.  Needful provision, Inc. (NPI) has already provided the balance of $370,000 for subject project.  The project is directed by NPI, a 501(c)(3) charity, and Preparedness Systems Intl., Inc. (PSI), a small “S” Corporation.

The requested grant may be provided to NPI and/or PSI.  The EIN for NPI is 85-0433956

and the Duns number is 07-853-9710.  The EIN for PSI is 81-0637022 and the Duns number is 14-020-1125.  NPI’s projects may be seen on our website: www.needful provision.org.  PSI’s business plan, and product list, are also shown on this website under

“Preparedness Systems” topics.  Your point of contact is David A. Nuttle, President of both NPI and PSI.  Contact information is indicated above.  (NPI’s 501(c)(3) status, and

financials, are confirmed on GuideStar’s website: www.guidestar.org.) 

2. The biosecurity training model is a 50-acre facility designed to research, 

demonstrate, and teach sustainable, organic, biosecure food production (on a local basis) to provide healthful, safe food reserves for local communities.  The facility will also teach methods for biosecure storage of food and feed, as well as group shelters to protect local residents during nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) attacks.  Air and water sensors will help provide an advance alert to any type of bioterrorist attack.  Innovative physical and biological security will also be featured.  NPI has already purchased 50 acres of land, and drilled a 470 ft. deep water well.  Unique algalculture, aquaculture, aquaponics, and livestock production facilities are being added, and are 70 percent complete. Grain storage facilities have been started and will store grain in a PVC-type bag, with Hepa filter, to fully protect the grain during any NBC attack.  A group shelter, a large PVC-type sealed tent (located inside a steel building), will have a Hepa filter system to fully demonstrate very affordable NBC shelters for rural populations.  The algalculture system will be used to grow an algal-polyphenolics food supplement known to increase immunity. This food supplement will be one of our many biosecurity features.  

3. Our principal investigator is David A. Nuttle, NPI’s and PSI’s President, and 

former GS-14 CIA Special Operations Officer with extensive training and experience in counterterror, biosecurity, and homeland security.  Nuttle has 63 inventions directly or indirectly related to biosecurity and homeland security.  In addition, Nuttle is currently helping the Russians plan a large biosecurity project.  (See Nuttle’s attached resume.)
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4. Technical objectives include: a) Providing a means for safe, healthful, and 

biosecure food production on a local basis;  b) Protection of food and feed from nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) attacks;  c) Establishment and demonstration of an NBC shelter for rural populations;  d) Development of innovative features to greatly enhance biosecurity; e.g. polyphenolics;  and e) Creation of the safe, efficient, and economical means for replication of all the above.

5. Our technical approach is based on the use of scientific method to research, test, 

and develop each technology contributing to any aspect of the above features.  NPI has already undertaken extensive research at a cost of over $850,000 and the inventor, Nuttle,

has applied for and obtained patents for many of these technologies.  Our approach for the subject project is to integrate all of these various technologies, and provide additional technologies when needed, and research an entire biosecure food production system.  As may be necessary, technical support will be obtained from university labs.  NC State Univ. is helping with research on polyphenolics (see attachment on this subject).  One or more replicate projects will be used to help document technical feasibility.  In the case of subject project, a replicate biosecurity project is being planned in Russia with the help of the St. Petersburg State Technological University of Plant Polymers (TUPP).

6. The expected results include creation and testing of a safe production means for 

healthful, biosecure foods, as a defense against bioterrorism on a local basis. At the same time, biosecure techniques of food and feed storage will be proven. A supplemental feature, the group NBC-type group shelter, will also be tested.  

7. Project support, for the DHS mission, is direct since DHS has a responsibility 

to protect the American public from bioterrorist attack.

8. Funding from others is not an option.  Foundations indicate that biosecurity and 

homeland security are not in their programmatic area.  Individuals and corporation do not really understand the technologies required, and are generally unwilling to provide funding. Banks and other lenders are not willing to do the homework needed to provide really meaningful funding support.  USDA officials have told me that they consider biosecurity projects, such as the subject effort, to be the responsibility of DHS.  At most, USDA could only provide a $50,000 facilities grant.  DHS is funding two Agro-Terrorism Prevention Centers, at universities.  We were working with Oklahoma State University (OSU) in helping them participate in the grant application process.  OSU was eliminated by Texas A & M, who OSU incorrectly believed to be a partner.  In brief, each university wants the funding for themselves and seldom shares with others even to obtain all the needed technical capabilities.  (N.B. The MacArthur Foundation did provide a grant to support AAAS research on new technologies for counterterror, but this is the only significant homeland security oriented grant we are aware of.)

         PSI is in the process of making a Reg. D 505 private stock offering to raise the funds needed for manufacturing the biosecurity products listed herein.  However, these funds cannot be used for subject project.
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9. SBIR/ STTR funding options are not appropriate.  A proposal must match one  

of the pre-selected technical topics, and Phase I is limited to $100,000.  We have not found any technical topics to match subject proposal.  PSI and NC State University did apply for a STTR grant, from USDOE, to help develop algal-polyphenolics production methods. (PSI will not hear the results of this STTR application until May 2004.)

10. Barriers to funding are numerous.  Unsolicited proposals may not be read, and 

they must be found to be technically meritorious if they are read.  Insofar as DHS is now concerned, the staff has very limited experience in counterterror, biosecurity, and/or homeland security.  A combination of ego and pride often causes people to seek a false appearance of real expertise while avoiding innovative solutions they fail to understand.  Thus, truly innovative efforts will seldom get a fair hearing.  The actual grant application process is long and complex, and designed to make success nearly impossible for a small business with an innovative idea.  USDA, and some other agencies, use regulatory means to divert grant funds for “pork” projects and to provide favors for politically powerful special interests.  All of these factors make it difficult to obtain funding for projects and programs that help achieve national security interests.  For all the above reasons, NPI and PSI do not expect a fair hearing on this proposal ---but we have a fiduciary obligation to at least try.

      11. Support for replicate projects should be considered.  In the case of the Russian biosecurity model, US $ 75,000 is needed to facilitate planning and early startup of an effort similar to subject project.  Work on the Russian project is a matter of good diplomacy, and we benefit by having the Russians add their own innovative technologies for biosecurity. We are also seeking US $55,000 for a modified replicate project with the Huichol Indians of Mexico.  The Huichols are in urgent need of community food security and biosecurity.  Our reason for helping the Huichols is based on the fact that al-Qaeda and other terrorist organizations use isolated and disaffected tribal groups to create safe bases in strategic areas.  The Huichols would meet these terrorist selection standards, and they control remote and very rugged terrain at our “backdoor.”   It would be foolish not to help the Huichols and other strategic tribes living under similar conditions.  (Support for replicate project will require $130,000 in additional funding.)

12. The action requested is for DHS to advise us of their interest in receiving a full 

grant proposal for subject project.  In addition, we are requesting a simple outline and/or checklist to help us prepare this proposal.  The DHS proposal preparation reference, we were given, has over 1,100 pages of material.  If this is the correct reference, there can be no doubt about the lack of small business access to your programs.  

Please respond soonest.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

David A. Nuttle, President

P.S.  As an option, NPI and PSI will consider joining with one of the Agro-Terrorism Prevention Centers being funded by DHS.  

