Model Agreement for a USDA Funded Community Food Project (Example Only)

(a $750,000 project to be completed in 36-months)

AGREEMENT (for training purposes)

Whereas the Cherokee and other Native Americans suffer from increasing rates of ever more damaging diabetes, the United Keetoowah Band (UKB) have joined with Needful Provision, Inc. (NPI) to provide the UKB Cherokee peoples with the fresh, organic foods known to be 58 percent higher in the natural polyphenolics needed to reduce rates of diabetes ---------- and reduce the damages to health for those who already have diabetes.

In recent research, the University of California, Davis, and other researchers have fully documented the benefits of natural polyphenolics.  In addition, researchers have now documented the fact that fresh organic foods have 58 percent more polyphenolics than other foods.  By making fresh, organic foods more available to the UKB population we seek to stop the increase of diabetes, and improve the health of those with diabetes.  With diabetic amputations now costing an average of $63,000 each, this effort is well justified.

The UKB and NPI will work to specifically accomplish the following as more specifically documented in the UKB/ NPI budget submitted to USDA as part of a grant application for a Community Food Project:

1) Poor members of the UKB will receive fresh, organic foods by means of a 

community garden where they help to grow their own foods.  In addition, the UKB will make fresh, organic foods part of “food aid” distributed to poor individuals and families.  

2) UKB families and farmers will be trained in organic food production techniques 

related to family gardens, sunspaces, edible landscapes,  and biosecure plots ---with the objective of making the UKB more effective and efficient in achieving food self-reliance.

3) The entire effort will help to resolve several nutrition issues by providing foods 

low in fats, high in nutrients ---and free of hormones, antibiotics, assorted chemicals, and GMOs (genetically modified organisms) believed (or perceived) to be most harmful to the health of Native American populations.  In brief, there will be an emphasis on more traditional, cultural appropriate foods. (Indigenous populations lived for thousands of years eating only natural foods, and recent additives have now proven harmful to health.)

4) UKB participants, in subject project, will be trained in appropriate biosecurity 

procedures so they can participate in the overall effort to combat bioterrorism and/or agro-terrorism.  This aspect of the project will help to meet the critical national need for biosecurity.

5) The overall community food project will help to improve the UKB governmental 

structure by increasing direct communication and cooperation with UKB tribal members.

We view the subject project as a long-term infrastructure improvement opportunity.

6) Subject project will help to provide a long-term solution to UKB needs to lower 

the tribal rate of diabetes, improve overall tribal health, and dramatically reduce health care costs starting with a major saving for each diabetic amputation prevented.

7) A UKB farmers market will be started, and a consumer-to-farm handbook will   

be published to help consumers buy direct from local farms engaged in organic food production.  This handbook will provide maps, contact instructions, products for sale, suggested prices, dates and quantities available, traditional recipes, and heirloom seed saver techniques.  The handbook will be published in 3 (three) languages:  Cherokee, English, and Spanish.      

8) Local UKB farmers will be organized, trained, and technically supported by 

specific organic production groups:  1) Aquaculture;  2) Aquaponics;  3) Algalculture;   4) Field crops;  5) Livestock; and 6) Value-added products to increase farm profits.  (Algalculture will be used to produce a unique algal-polyphenolics food supplement  developed by the Aztec and Inca civilizations  as a natural means of disease prevention.)

9) As noted above, poor members of the UKB will be provided with fresh, organic 

foods by means of our community garden and the UKB “food aid” program. A work-for-food program will also be started so local farmers in need of labor, for vegetable or fruit harvest, will give preference to hiring the poor.  Part of the payment for this labor would be fresh, organic foods.

10)  To help reduce the rate of diabetes for our youth, organic school lunch programs 

will be offered for poor youth with diabetes or a high risk of diabetes.  Volunteers from these groups, with parental approval, will receive algal-polyphenolics food supplements.  Health records for these groups will be compared with high-risk youth who do not take this polyphenolics food supplement.  Results of this research will be shared with other Native Americans, the USDA, the CDC, the FDA, and the general public.    

11) Resource conservation, alternative energy techniques, and carbon sequestration 

will be taught to all program participants as a means to help reduce food production costs.

It is understood that the $750,000 funds/ resources for this project will be provided   

As follows: 1)  USDA = $250,000 grant; 2)  NPI = $250,000 (in-kind);  and 3) UKB = $250,000 (in-kind).  The NPI in-kind contribution is in the form of unique proprietary technology ---plus NPI’s organic food production-training center located in Cherokee County, Oklahoma.  The UKB contribution includes facilities, staff, organizational-type support, and “food aid” for the poor (all in-kind contributions).

      The implementation of this agreement is subject to actual receipt of a $250,000 grant,

from USDA, in support of subject community food security project.

Date: ______________

APPROVED:  

David A. Nuttle, for NPI                                                 ___________________, for UKB

