Sears American Dream-Maker Awards

Recognizing Builders and Contractors

Award Nomination

Submitted To : Sears via email (searsdream-makers@hunterpr.com) 

Addressed To:  Sears American Dream-Maker Awards

                          c/o Hunter Public Relations, 41 Madison Ave., Suite 500, NY, NY 10010

Nominee          :   David A. Nuttle

Business          :   Self-Sufficiency Villages, Inc. (SSV)

Charity            :   Needful Provision, Inc. (NPI)   --- has 501(c)(3) status

Address           :   P.O. Box 1595, Tahlequah, OK 74465  USA

DOB                :   30 July 1936

Tel.                  :   1-918-868-5710    (24/7)                        Email :  npiinc2000@aol.com

Work Period    :   01 Oct 2002 to 30 Sep 2003

Eligibility        :   Contractor/ Builder w/ revenues under $100 million

Nomination by:   Charles A. Gourd, Ph.D., COO for NPI  (email: cgourd@intellex.com)

                                                                      Original Essay/ Nomination Statement:  Since 1959, Nominee (David A. Nuttle) has donated his time, talents, technologies, and money to assist in the construction of homes for refugees and the poor, worldwide. In addition, he has made a concerted effort to teach poor populations the innovative means to engage in self-help housing construction.  All of these homes have used his “zero net-energy” (ZNE) design as explained below.  The Nominee has made his ZNE patents available to the poor, and to charities, at no cost.  As an example, you may find the Nominees ZNE home technologies explained on NPI’s website: needfulprovision.org. 

                                                                      During the above described work period, the Nominee planned and prepared for the construction of several thousand homes for new communities known as Self-Sufficiency Villages. These homes have the following innovative features:  1)  Packed gravel and sand base;  2)  Passive solar design;  3) Steel frames;  4)  Alternative construction materials such as earth-block;  5)  Solar attic w/ PVC glazing on the roof and ceiling;  6)  Automated insulated shutters over the ceiling;

7) Earth-block floors over packed gravel and sand;  8)  Alternative energy systems, such 

as photovoltaics, w/ 12 or 24-volt appliances;  9)  Passive solar hot water;  10)  Passive solar heating & cooling;  11)  Composting toilets & greywater recycling;  12)  A solar sunspace or attached greenhouse;  13)  Thermocycle systems to store heat or cold in the mass of the structure;  14)  Edible landscaping & home food production;  15)  Backup

heating;  and 16)  Detailed plans and instructions to facilitate self-help construction.

(Nominee’s related U.S. Patents are: 4,507,218 and 4,552,212, and 4,608,175.)

                                                                      The Nominee first tested many of the above ZNE technologies, in 1959-61, while assisting Vietnamese refugees in self-help means of constructing their own homes and villages.  In Vietnam, the earth-block was painted with a light coating of Tung oil to protect the block from tropical rain(s).  For these many refugees (over 300,000 total), these new homes were what helped them to start their lives over.  As a testimony of the Nominee’s success, in helping these refugees with housing, he received the Thomas Jefferson Award for Humanitarian Service.                                 

                                                                       During the described work period, Nominee engaged in the planning, preparation, and fund raising for the construction of thousands of SSV homes for the poor in the U.S., Russia, and Egypt.  In Russia, the SSV Project will also include community food security, biosecurity, entrepreneurial training, micro-enterprise development, Grameen Banking (microlending), alternative energy systems, and waste-to-energy (gasification) to provide “green-electricity” and protect our fragile environment. All of the said additions include one or more of the Nominee’s inventions. The City Fathers, of St. Petersburg, Russia, have endorsed the SSV Project and praised the overall SSV effort for its positive impact by giving hope to the poor of St. Petersburg.  St. Petersburg State Technological University of Plant Polymers (TUPP) has assisted the Nominee in detailed planning of the Russian effort --and the SSV Project was given the official Russian Registration No. 11/17-03.03.03.  Initial project funding is pending from the World Bank.  A Reg. D private stock offering is being prepared to obtain full funding of the SSV business.  (The SSV Projects, for the U.S. and Egypt, will follow the Russian effort.)

                                                                        Due to paperwork delays in obtaining funds from the World Bank, no homes were constructed during the above-described period of work.  Nominee has used this time to prepare training and distance learning efforts to be used in the instruction of construction crews.  In addition, the Nominee perfected a new earth-block machine, and earth-block mixes, for an automated technique for making six earth-blocks per minute (at any construction site).  The Nominee also tested a fiber-filled stucco for protection of earth-blocks from heavy rains.  During the same period, Nominee confirmed that wood frames couldn’t be used, for SSV homes, due to loss of strength soon caused by excessive solar drying.  Three research scientists at TUPP aided the Nominee by their development of a Thermochromic Laminated Glazing (TLG) that acts to provide for regulation of light levels entering windows and solar attics (attics that are a part of ZNE homes). In brief, subject period of work was used to perfect the planned construction of SSV housing for the poor.

                                                                        Testimonial:  As a Professor at St. Petersburg State Technological University of Plant Polymers (TUPP), and one of the inventors of a Thermochromic Laminated Glazing, I have assisted David A. Nuttle in the planning and development of his Self-Sufficiency Village (SSV) housing project in the St. Petersburg area of Russia.  I affirm that the SSV Project has the full and enthusiastic support of TUPP and the City Fathers of St. Petersburg, as well as the St. Petersburg Agricultural Committee (as regards community food security aspects of the project).  SSV homes have many advantages to include self-help construction techniques to provide low-cost, low-maintenance, energy efficient, secure, and environmentally friendly homes.  There is no doubt that SSV homes will have many very positive benefits for poor populations in the St. Petersburg area.  The fact that no homes were constructed, in the last year, is due to funding delays unrelated to Mr. Nuttle’s efforts.

O. V. Yanush, Professor

TUPP  (email: O.V.Yanush@inbox.ru) 

N.B.  Russia was selected for the first SSV Project based on the urgency of need, and the very positive benefits to be gained.  Many nations will benefit from SSV technology.

